





















Asio wilsonianus. 
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Maine 


L. Umbagog 

September 23d . One v/as shot this evening shortly after 
sunset by Mr. Spellman v/ha,at the time,,was lying in wait for ducks 
at Moose Point. The Owl flew about over the marsh for several 
minutes before coming within shot. He dove down a number of times 
over th ( e spot where a flock of Black Ducks were feeding, plung¬ 
ing quite to the top of the grass and uttering loud cries. The 
Pucks werecapparently very much frightened, quacked and made a 
loud splashat each descent of the Owl. Hr. Spellman could not 
see them, but believes that they dove. On the previous evening 

while in the same marshl heard,after it had become too dark to 
see anything distinctly, a loud,nasal cry, something like that of 
the Great-Blue Heron, repeated every few second for a minute or 
two. At each repetition of this cry, I could hear some Black 
Pucks which I had previously seen alight near me quack and 
splash the water loudly as if they were frightened and were try¬ 
ing to escape from some bird of prey by diving. At the time I 
felt confident tha t an Owl of some species v/as harassing them, 
and, afterwards , upon describing the note to Mr. Spellman, he 
said that he had no doubt it has made by the same bird, which he 
shot the following eeeening. His impression is that thjLj Owl was 
not seriously attempting to catch any of the Ducks, but^merely 
frighten©*Hthem for the fun of the thing. He described its flight 
over the marsh as similiar to that of W&f Night Hawk, light, easy 
and gliding. It v/as very tame indeed, for he missed two shots at 
it before killing it.«~«llt returned each time a few minutes after¬ 
wards. 
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Asio accinitrinus . 

1890, 

October 8. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Moose Point. 



As it was getting dark a Short-eared Owl suddenly glided 
past me within a few feet turning out over, the lake, then back 
over the beach where I shot it. It flew like a great moth and 
fell broken-winged, clicking its bill and making a snoring sound 
when I picked it up. 







Aslo accinitr inus- . 
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1895. Maine. (bullies a Heron. ) 

Sept. 32. Lake Umbagog. 
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A-Xi44i© auter surisQt & Great Blue Heron,wfyich had alighted 

<Ly ' 4-*- Wv ' - k'A | 


®| ^7444*. M/ 4^4*4, 

X. short't-isae before on the south beacli began making a great out^ 

t£su\ 


cry. Presently it rose and ascended in circles to a height of 


i 


\ 


200 or more followed,or rdther preceeded, by a Short-eared 


Uriu a 


A. 


Owl which bullied it with amazing audacity, keeping always a 


little above it and swooping down every few seconds to deal it ^ 
blow-4 on the back but whether with bill or class I could not make 




out. The isig* clumsy Heron was apparently unable either to dodge 

\jlLJl 1XZL or 

or to defend himself. At least "he did nothing but continue to 


circle croaking incessantly and at- each attack squalling so lusti- 
iy that "he might have been heard a mile aways-He-was evidently <*-• ** * 


badly frightened. The Owl must have been merely amusing himself 


for after a mimute or two he left the Heron and shot off down on 

«AY 9-ML 

a long slant towards Richardson 1 s Carry-. 


Fifteen minutes later he reappeared skimming low over the 
Moose Point marsh, evidently hunting, every now and then giving 
three or four easy flaps of his broad wings but for the most part 
gliding smoothly on set wings just above the tops of the grasses 
inclining now to one side, next to the other and at length turn^ 


ing short about and going back over the same ground, reminding 

£K 

me much of thp Marsh Hawk when similarly engaged. Twice or 


thrice he rose sharply to a height of ten or fifteen feet then 
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Asio accipitrinus. 


.2 

1895. Maine 

Sept.22. Lake Umbagog, turning downward shot back to the marsh again. 
This evolution was strikingly like that performed so often by 
the Nighthawk when skimming low over the fields after the light 
has faded and I believe that it had the same objecti, namely the 
capture of some flying insect, perhaps in this case one of the 
big Dyti.scus beetles. The darkness was gathering fast and it 
was hard to follow the Owl with the eye.- Indeed I had quite lost 
sight of him for a minute or more when it occurred to me to try 
squeaking like a mouse. I had just squeaked the second time when 
the Owl Shot out of the gloom coming straight towards me about 
on a level with my head as I sat in the boat. He came within 
less than 12 feet then turning abruptly with three or four hurri*-* 
ed flaps, skimmed off into the darkness. Presently I squeaked 
again when he again came straight for me this time so near 
(certainly within six or eight feet) that I was positively a 
lit ole apprehensive that he might strike my face-.-. We did not see 
him again but after we had returned to camp a Heron on the marsh— 
, es twice made such a loud and prolonged clamor that we suspected 
the Owl was at his old sport-,- 
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Asio accipitrinus 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. As twilight was deepening into night (in the creek beyond 

Sept.6. Moose Point) and we were thinking of starting campward a 

Short-eared Owl appeared, distinctly silhouetted against a 
light portion of the western sky and flying in the usual va¬ 
cillating, moth-like manner across the creek some sixty yards 
off. I squeaked like a mouse when the bird at once turned 
back and came straight towards us. When directly over the 
boat and at a height of not more than eight or ten feet it 
hovered for a moment looking down at us, then passed on, but 
another squeak or two brought it back at once. This was re¬ 
peated a dozen times or more and although we talked, laughed 
and moved while the bird was directly over us it did not take 
alarm or appear to suspect that we were deceiving it. Its 
hearing was most keen for the lowest squeak at once attracted 
its attention when it was a gun shot or more away. Once it 
alighted on a low stub directly behind us and some ten yards 
distant sitting very erect and still. It made no vocal sound 
and the beating of its wings, even when it was within a few 
feet of our heads, 'was perfectly noiseless. It reminded me 
most forcibly of a big moth as it flapped and sailed to and 
fro rarely following a straight course for more than a few 
yards at a time and constantly rising, falling or doubling 
sharply. 












Asio accipitrinus . 




Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1397. Soon after we had taken our station (Will and I had rowed 

Sept.11. over to the Outlet marshes and were sitting in the boat) and 

not very long after sunset a Short-eared Owl appeared over the 
flooded marshes at a height, I should say, of at least 1000 ft. 
or about that at which Canada Geese ordinarily fly when mi¬ 
grating. It looked scarce larger than a Night-hawk and ac£ed 
as if dazed flying very slowly, at first in a great circle, 
afterwards in wavy lines out over the Lake until lost to sight 
towards B.Brook Point. This direction (nearly south) and the 

j 

height at which the bird moved led me to infer that it was 
starting on migration. 
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Syrniura variun. 


L, Umbagog, Maine. 
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Lake Umbasrog, Me. 
Sept. & Oct. 1893. 
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syynium varrum. 


1889. 

L. Umbagog, Maine. 





Only two birds noted during the two months of my stay, one 
near Lakeside, the other on the shores of -Pond. The first- 



mentioned bird inhabited a small, narrow point which extended out 
into the lake, directly opposite the hotel. This point was wooded 
with mixed spruces and hard wood, the timber being not particular¬ 
ly dense, the ground beneath high and dry, in places rocky. He 
hooted at all times of night, but on many nights was perfectly 
silent. parly in October I hearc him several times^ one fore¬ 
noon about eleven o’clock, the day perfectly still, the sun shin¬ 
ing brightly at the time. The bird heard on Pond began hoot¬ 

ing about half an hour before sunset, the weather at the time be 
ing cold and rainy. Later in the evening, about cfev*. o'clock, when 
the rain was pouring heavily and the wind blowing strongly, he 
hooted again a number of times near our camp. 











Syrnium nobulosum 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894. On the river banlc a few rods below the Outlet we found 

Oct. 2. where something had caught a Barred Owl. There were a good 

j 

many of its feathers, chiefly from the back and sides, scatter¬ 
ed about on the mud and a huge stump some twenty yards away 
was literally plastered all over with them while the ground 

beneath was also thickly strewn. Beneath the stump I found 

I 

all the wing and tail feathers but nowhere could I detect any 
bones, claws or fragments of the flesh of the poor bird. It 
had evidently been seized on the ground (or perhaps while fly« 
ing over it) and taken to the stump where it had been devoured 
Much of the ground between the stump and the babk was soft mud 
which bore no tracks save' those of Snipe and Muskrats. Prom t 
this both Will and I concluded that the murderer must have 
been a bird and, doubtless a Great Horned Owl. 
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Svrn ium nebulcsura . 


Lake Umi 
1896. 
Sept.8. 


agog, Maine, Squalling like a Tom-cat. 

Sometime during last night those of our party who were 
sleeping in tents were suddenly and very effectually awakened 
by an outrageous squalling and snarling exactly like that ox 
two tom cats fighting but at its termination the outcry ran, 
without the slightest separating pause, into the ordinary hoot 
of a Barred Owl. It was wholly unlike the laughing, conver¬ 
sational performance of this species in the mating season but, 
minus the terminal hooting, was identical with the caterwaul¬ 
ing which I.Ir,Shillings and I heard at Moll's Rock a,number of 
years ago and which I now believe to have been made, as Luman 
Sargent asserted at the time, by one of these Owls. 












Syr ilium nebulosura . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1397. Just as we were pushing off from the shore (at Sargent's 

May 17. farm) on our return a Barred Owl uttered a startling who- a 

another 

near at hand and answered in the distance towards B.Point. 

A 

After we had reached the house boat we heard them constantly 
for an hour or more and once two of them came together and 
indulged the extraordinary laughing, cackling and hooting med¬ 
ley so often heard along the Florida rivers but which I cannot 
recall ever hearing in the north before. I think there were 
in all at least three and perhaps four birds, two in the Sar¬ 
gent Cove and one or two on B.Point. 


Syrnium varium. 

1897, - 

May 19. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Sargent's Cove. 


Then (I found) a Barred Owl hooting almost incessantly 
for more than an hour (9-10 A.M. ) in one place, apparently only 
a few rods from the water's edge. I landed and went in search of 
him but failed to find him, as he stopped hooting as soon as he 
heard me approaching. Two Crows were greatly excited by his out¬ 
cry and my responses, flying first to him and then to me, cawing 
loudly. 











Syrnium nebulosum . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. Just before we left our stand (in the Outlet marshes) to 

Sept. 11. paddle after the Black Ducks a prolonged and most Cat-like 

scream rang out from the stubs near Moll's Carry. Despite the 
distance (nearly half-a-mile ) this cry was so loud and pierc¬ 
ing - and withal so positively ferocious in expression - that 
I confess it startled me for a moment but the next, when it 
was repeated with a whoo-a ending, I recognized the author as 
a Barred Owl. Why have I never heard this cat yell in the 

South where the birds are so very numerous and where I have 

lived among them for weeks at a time? And why, indeed, is it 
not oftener heard here? The cry to-night was much shorter and 
less varied than that of the bird which awakened us all at 
Pine Point last year. It was exactly like the scream of an 

angry cat but without the growling termination (this may have 

been lost lest to me our ears because of the distance ) and 

many times louder. It could have been easily heard a mile or 

$ 

more away. 
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Kyc talc ? acadxea 


1K79, 
Jar*.; 1G, 


Maine [ Lako Urrhagog ). 


While forcing ny -.-my through a dense arbor-vitae 
swamp' bordering; has'br ing ' River a ;f o -t distance above 
too '.hU., a . autiful iiG 1) ■ '■'■ 1, < f >.qC rjS St .rt— 
od from' a hr:' or within ’ roe Vo ■ ■ of rty head and if tor 
flying 'bout, ton paces alighted artrln, Havtng no gun 
with no I tri d to / .oh no r enough to knock him 

dov/n rath n olo but ho prov.xi rue; toe shy for fbhis; 
starting dy- in art fcahi.u anoi u* shot? flight ho : ruled 
on u. higher branch and bofo.-o • conic get beneath him 
bgain fi !V/ a ■ in •. rut. Tho at'for no on was dark 
an-r gloony and it ran r auing 5 rani ; t tho ti; o. his 
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L 3 S 


Lako Umbagog, Mo. 

Sapt. & Oct. 1893. 
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1890, 

October 2. 


jlry^iaglauiLJi&adJ^a • 


Lake Umbagog. 
Whistle note at n ight. 



noted last year when spending an evening on Moll's Rock. On that 
occasion Warren Noyes asserted that it 'was made by a Loupcervier 
( Lyn x canadensis ) but I believe it to be the cry of some species 
of Owl, perhaps Nyctala . It is low and soft in tone. 


1896, 
May 28. 


Lake Umbagog. 

“ Saw-whetting 11 at in id-day 


Near the Moll's Rock spring in the large hemlocks I 
heard the Saw-whet Owl this forenoon at a little before eleven, 
the lake dead calm, the sun shining brightly at the time. He filed 
his saw unceasingly for a little more than a minute, uttering reg¬ 
ularly 4 notes every 5 seconds. I was perhaps 200 yards from shore 


at the time. At this distance his voice sounded precisely as when 
heard at camp last evening, but it was louder of course and per¬ 
haps still more metallic in quality. Jim says that this Owl often 
calls' by day and at all hours. 


Lake Umbagog. 
"Saw-whetting 11 . Leonard's Pond. 


June 2 


About half an hour after sunset a Saw-whet began filing 
somewhere beyonds Leonard's Pond in the swampy woods along the 


Megalloway. It was apparently 200 to 500 yds. off. 

















Hycta la acadica .(? ). 




Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1893. At night in the spruce woods near camp some night bird 

Sept.26. which I took to be a Saw-whet uttered, at short intervals, a 
loud whistle much like that of a man calling a dog. (About a 
month later after I had left the Lake, Will Sargent shot a 
Saw-whet - doubtless this same individual for it was in the 
same place - in the ©fit of uttering this whistle). 
























livetal a acadica. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. Charlie Tidswe11 who is with the river drivers at Moll's 

May 25. Hock called on us this evening. He says that an Acadian Owl 
has been whetting his saw near the spring among the hemlocks 
back of the rock these past three nights keeping it up all 
night at intervals. Jim and he heard one twice on Pine Point 
before the subject came up. Jim thought it was very near the 
camp. I was sitting inside and missed it, much to my chagrin. 

May 27. This evening the Saw-whet Owl at Moll's Rock began filing 

and kept it up without the slightest cessation for two or 
three minutes. We could hear him distinctly but faintly al¬ 
though the distance is nearly if not quite 11/2, miles. The 
air, of course, was perfectly still at the time. The call re¬ 
minded me of that of Glaucidium (the Trinidad species) but it 
was more metallic in quality and infinitely more prolonged - 
that is to say there were very many more repetitions of the 
note, probably over 100 for they were given at the rate of a- 
bout four every five seconds. I am now conscious of having 
heard this sound nearly every evening since we came here but 
of having mistaken it for that of the grating of the metallic 
drop rudder of ray sailing canoe. Indeed when heard at this 
distance it very closely resembles the clanking of a piece of 
tin against other metal. 














Nvotala acadica. 


y 


# 



Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. At 9 P.M. as I was writing in our open camp a Saw-whet 

June 4. began filing in the birch grove within. 50 yards or less of where 
I was sitting. The air was perfectly still and I heard him 
ta> good advantage. There was positively no ringing or other 
metallic quality to the notes at this distance. They were 
simply so many whistles very similar in quality to.those of 
Glaucidiun (the Trinidad species) but rather more guttural 
and each with a "double-tongued" fora - whur 1 d.le-whurfaU e, 

I should write them. Evidently the resemblance (slight at 
best) to saw filing is lost when one is at all near the bird. 
When it is very far away (as I have proved by direct compari¬ 
son on several evenings this seasons) its call is very simi¬ 
lar to that of Pickering's Hyla. 
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Nyctala acadica . 


Upper Megalloway River, Maine. 

1898. Still later (after supper in camp) something flitted by 

Sept.20. just within the extreme outer circle of light from the camp 
fire. It looked like a large bird but just beyond the spot 
where I had lost sight of it I came suddenly face to face 
with a Saw-whet Owl. He was perched on a drooping spray of 
arbor vitae scarce six feet above the ground and within five 
■ feet of my head, balancing himself gracefully with half-opened 
wings. Such a pretty, alert little creature, as unlike as 
^ possible to c-he grotesque, blinking birds we find dozing by 

day in our Massachusetts woods. I wish I could have had a 
better look at him but the moment after I discovered him he 
took flight again and brushing close past me flitted back to¬ 
wards the camp apparently alighting nearly over it although I 
failed to find him again. 
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Bubo virginianus. 


L. Umbagog, Maine. 


May 30-June 10, 1871. 
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Bubo virginiamie 
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1836, 

October 23. 


bubo virminianus 


Lake Umbagog. 


Reached the Lake House in the twilight. Went down on 

Is 

the meadow and heard an Owl calling at regular intervals in a 
snarling tone almost like a cat. Saw it perched on the top of a 
stub across the river. It looked as large as a Bubo. It was 
calling at II o'clock P.M. and near daybreak the next morning. 

(I now know that it was a Bubo virginianus . 1889). 

• • • 

1889, Lake Umbagog. 

October 18. Pine Point . 

The Great Horned Owl came to the dead hemlock nearly 
over my tent some time before daylight and waked me by his hooting 
I have never heard him utter anything but the hoo , hoo-hoo . hoo . 
hoo variation. This near at hand sounds soft and mournful - al¬ 
most like the cooipg of a Dove. 


1890, Lake Umbagog. 

October 12. 

Near the Megalloway a Great Horned Owl flew across the 

river alternately flapping and scaling like a Buteo . 

• • • • • 

Heard two Great Horned Owls hooting near Moll's Carry as 
we were on the ma'rsh after the Ducks. One hooted in a higher key 
than the other and had an additional note, hoo , ho-ho-ho, hoo-hoo - 
hoo . hoo . They were near together and probably a pair. 



















1893, 

September 26. 


Bubo virginianus. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Mol1 1 s Rock 


At Moll's Rock, where I landed, to get some water from 
the spring, a pair of Great Horned Owls were hooting although the 

sun was still half an hour high. 

* • • • • 

October 6. Lake Umbagog. ^ 

* A strange Owl . Pine Point . 

At dusk an Owl which I have never heard before came close 
to the camp making a noise much like the honk of a Goose but 
hoarser and occasionally hooting. Its hoot was Jio, ho-iio-ho, ho, 
ho T ho t all the notes on the same key and equally emphasised, the 
tone most like that of the Barred Owl but softer and less deep. 

Will and Jim heard the same bird in Glaspy Cove while 
out with the jack on the night of the 3rd but none of my four men 
had ever heard it before. Its voice was loud and heavy suggest¬ 
ing a large bird. Later in the evening we heard still another 
new cry in the dense spruce woods behind camp. This was quoc- 
quoc-quoc . very loud, much like the quack of a Duck but fuller and 
rounder',. Will thought it was the note of some Owl but it was 

quite new to him as well as to all the rest of the }>arty. 

• • • • • • 

October 7. Lake Umbagog. 

Pine Point. 

Soon after we had gone to bed the Owl which I had heard 
imperfectly and only a few times last evening began making the 
most unearthly sounds in the birch grove just west of the tents. 

The night was perfectly calm, and the bird uot 30 yards away. Its 


cries were loud enough to wake the soundest sleeper and 









Bubo vlrginianus. ( ?) 


\/ 



1893, 

October 7. 

( 2 ) 


Lake Umbagog. 
Fine Point. 


sufficiently uncanr.y to make my flesh creep and the cold shivers 
run up my back, despite the knowledge of their origin, and the in¬ 
tense interest with which I listened to them for nearly half an 
hour. The bird made three distinct sounds which may be roughly 
characterized as a yell, a whistle, and a hoot. The yell was re¬ 
peated from four to six times a minute and was-oftencontinued for 


several minutes in succession. Then the bird would hoot from one 
to three times and immediately afterwards begin yelling again. It 
whistled only twice or rather there were only two whistling peri¬ 
ods. The yell varied greatly in tone and expression and somewhat 
in form, one variation usually running gradually into another 
through intermediate forms. The three typical or extreme forms 
were haink . very similar to the cry of Ardea herodias, ah' ouk . 
exceedingly like the honk of the Canada Goose, and a snarling cat¬ 
like scream. The haink was not louder than that of the Heron; 
the other cries could probably have been heard a mile away. 

The hoot ordinarily consisted of seven syllables 
hoo., hoo.-hoo.-hoo, hoo-hoo . hoo ) with a distinct pause after the 
first and a slight pause after the sixth. An eighth hoo was occa¬ 
sionally added, sometimes before, sometimes after the others. Once 

the bird called simply ho-ho-ho-ho-ho. Its voice when hooting was 

/\,(- 

softer and less sonorous than th^&a of the Great Horned Owl, less 
deep and hollow than that of the Barred Owl. Indeed, it was rather 
a coo than a hoot and possessed a gentle dove-like quality in 
strange contrast with the truly fiendish character of the yells 














Bubo virginianus (? ) 


u-" 

1893. Lake Unigagog. 

October 7. Pine Point . 

(3) 

which immediately preceded and followed it. It probably could not 
be heard at anything like the distances to which the hooting of 
the Barred and Horned Owls carries under favorable conditions. 

The whistle is the same as that which we heard near this 
camp on the evenings of Sept.26 and Oct.5 and which we have hither¬ 
to attributed to a Saw-whet. It is possible of course that the 
whistle was made to-night by another bird but if so he and the 
hooter must have kept close company, for when the latter was behind 
the tent I heard both sounds in quick succession from apparently 
the same spot and later when the hooter had moved to the pines on 
the point near the landing, the whistle came again thrice from that 
direction and on each occasion the yells ceased while the whistle 
was being given . 

If I am not mistaken - and my men have the same impres¬ 
sion - this whistle was heard by us several evenings in 1889 and 
1890, when we were in camp near Moll's Hock, but the other cries, 
as I have already said, are positively new to us all. 


# 


4 s ) 











Bubo virginianus . 

v 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1394. The Great Horned Owls held high carnival this evening 

Sept. 22. beginning soon after sunset and hooting steadily until I wont 
to sleep (10 P.M. ). At one time three different birds were in 
hearing, two of them on the Outlet meadows, the third on Pine 
Point. Will Sargent tells me that they feed largely on Musk 
rats which accounts for their persistent attachment to these 
Outlet meadows. He says that they rob the trappers of many 
of their "rats" devouring them while in the traps. 







Bubo virginiunus . 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. We saw a number of Herons (in Richardson’s Carry) and 

Aug. 28. heard the Great Homed Owls, an old one hooting near Moll's ! 

Rock and a young bird, uttering at short, regular intervals 
the peculiar husky scream, characteristic of the young of this 
species, among the stubs near Leonard's Pond. The only verbal 
rendering of this cry that suggested itself to me was cleer 
but that is not, I fear, a happy rendering. The sound is loud 
and it carries well. It varies greatly in quality. At times 
the tone is husky, almost gasping; at others clear and ring- 
ing T like a full, loud whistle and not unlike the single call 
of Pinicola only much louder. 

Sept. 10. Last night a Great Horned Owl hooted for an hour or more 

in the hemlocks near the head of the boat cove on Pine Point. 
This evening he began his serenade before sunset and was pre¬ 
sently answered by another bird in the same woods, the two 
hooting responses to each other for nearly half-an-hour. One 
bird regularly said hoo , hoo - hoo , hoo, hoo.; the other 
hoo, hoo-hoo-hoo .hoo, hoo. These are the first Great Horned 
Owls that I have heard on Pine point this season, but Will 
Sargent heard one in Glaspy Cove on the evening of the 8th. 

On the western side of the Lake I have once heard an old bird 
near Moll's Rock and repeatedly young birds near Leonard's 




Pond 

















Bubo virginianus . 


j 896, Lake Umbagog. 

September 4. Mysterious Owl . Pine Point .. 

Just as it was getting dark this evening the same mys¬ 
terious Owl that we heard on Pine Point in 1893 started a serenade 
at the head of our boat cove. First he honked four times, next 
hooted thrice and finally hainked several times. After this si¬ 
lence. 


September II. Lake Umbagog. 

Strange Owl visits camp . Pine Point . 

As we were eating supper in the open camp I heard a long 
piercingly shrill whistle back in the woods in the direction of 
the big hemlocks. A minute or two later a huge Owl came flying 
from this direction and alighted on a branch of the tall pine in 


front of the camp, but, startled, no doubt, by an exclamation from 
one of our men, it almost immediately took flight again and dis¬ 
appeared towards the lake. It looked as large as the biggest Ea¬ 
gle. Its wings made a loud rushing sound like the wind blowing 

through pines. £For convenience I have put this here. W.D.J 

• • • • • 

September 20. The my sterious Owl ag ain visits cam p. 

Lake Umbagog. 

Pi ne Point . 

At about 8 P.M.just as the moon was rising above the 
trees our mysterious Owl paid the Point a second visit, honking 
and hooting for nearly ten minutes. Ke appeared to be on the hem¬ 
lock knoll, but when I attempted to steal thither along our path 
he became silent and presently began again nearly out of hearing 
towards the east. He did not litter the haink cry to-night. I be¬ 
lieve his hon k is almost as loud as the tock of the Trinidad Bell 
Bird. 





















Bubo virginianus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1396. Nothing of interest occurred (as I was sailing back from 

Oct. I. Upton) until I had reached the outlet of the upper meadow pond 

among 

when two Great Horned Owls began calling the stubs on the 

A 

shore, both uttering the husky scream which I have described 
in this journal under date of August 23th. Presently I saw 
one of them perched on a stub on the end of the rocky island 
(the Ospreys frequently sit on this stub by day). I changed 
my shells and was starting to paddlentowards the bird when a 
whuff-whuff-whuff of beating wings was heard behind me and the 
choking scream sounded in my very ears. The next instant a 
huge bird sailed directly over me on set wings passing literal 
ly within six feet of my head. Just as it reached the river 
bank on the marshy (south) side and dropped itd legs, evident¬ 
ly with the intention of alighting, I fired bringing it down 
with a broken wing and firing another shot to finish it. It 
was in full plumage but the bill had some patches of light 
color indicating immaturity. This experience definitely set- 
tlesthe authorship of this night cry, but ii it made only by 
the young Bubo? It was very wild and piercing in the still 
air to-night and reminded me of the night call of Swainson's 
Thrush, but it is louder and huskier. 














Bubo virgin!anus . 


Lake IJrabagog, Maine. 

1897. . Just as the sun was sinking behind the high ridge to the 

cB f <JtA. ^5 &K C<^- -A \J A* w—^ t **' v K1 ^ J; ■ 

Sept. 7. westward) a Great Horned Owl began making the peculiar, husky, 


Jay-like scream which, as far as I am aware, is heard only in 
late s\iramer and early autumn and which the guides here say is 
characteristic of the young of this species. At first the cry 
seemed to come from some distance off in the stub forest and 
was given at long intervals but presently the bird came near¬ 
er and called much more frequently. At length it appeared 
within about 10-0 yards of us and half a minute later it was 

A 

joined by another, either its mate or, as Will thought, anoth- 

brood 

er bird of the same fe-ird. Both birds looked unusually small 
but as far as I could make out their plumage was fully matured. 
Certainly they were strong on the wing and their "horns" ap¬ 
peared to be of the usual length. They kept moving from place 
to place by short flights, sometimes alighting on the tops of 
the dead trees but ordinarily choosing a perch on some short 
lateral prong about half-way up the tree. Sometimes one would 
follow the other closely v often alighting within a yard or two 
of it on the same tree or even the same branch. At other timeo 
they would separate and range about independently. Whenever 
this happened the calling would be kept up by both until they 
came together again. I repeatedly saw them utter this cry. -- 








The mouth was opened very wide and t he — he&d lowered each time 















Bubo virg ini anus . 




2 


Lake IJmb ayo g, Ma ine. 

1897. that it was given. It was the only sound that either of them 
Sept. 7. made. 

^ Most of the time they sat very erect and quite motionless 

save for the slow, up-and-down, bobbing motion of the head 
common to most Owls. This was repeated every half minute or 

iZi 

less. Occasionally one or the other would crouch on hits perch 

It* 

and direct his gaze downward as if watching for a mouse in the 
marsh beneath. I repeatedly saw them swoop down a steep in¬ 
cline and heard them strike with a crash among the bushes or 




dry brush or with a splash in shallow water, but whether or 
no'? they captured any prey I could not see. Once, to my great 

i - * 

surprise, one of them flew off 30 or 50 yards from the top of 
a stub and then mounting nearly straight upwards about the 
same number of feet, beating its wings steadily and rapidly 
during the ascent, turned sharply downward again and scaled 
back to its perch. The whole evolution was so exactly like 
that of a Flycatcher that neither Will nor I doubted for a 
moment that the Owl actually tried for ; and probably caught, 
some flying insect ( no doubt a large beetle (I have foimd bee¬ 
tles in the stomachs of Great Horned Owls). It must have used 
its mouth alone for the feet were not extended or even shown 
during the flight. During ordinary, level flight they were 
often visible and sometimes hung down nearly to the full 


5-S" 










Bubo virginianus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


1897. 
Sept. 7. 


length of the legs when the bird started from its perch, but 
it always drew them up out of sight among the feathers before 
it had gone many rods. The wings were usually flapped sturd¬ 
ily and continuously for the first thirty or forty yards after 
which the bird sailed the remainder of the way to its chosen 
perch. The husky cry was often given on wing especially when 
one of the Owls was approaching a stub on which its companion 
was sitting. It is evident that this cry is used chiefly if 


not wholly as a call note and i-fancy-that* whenever it is 

ffHJL "f H 6 

heard it is safe to assume that there are two or more birds, 

hunting in company. On the only previous occasions when I have 

seen the b4rd utter it-at the Lake House many years ago and 
/( Ja, 

near the mouth of Cambridge River last October-'tt was accom- 

panied by a—companion. '~' A -j 

Altogether we had the Owls at Whale Back. Creek under 

close observation for fully half-an-hour. They ’worked around 

us in a half circle following the line of stubs but frequently 

'tb 

turned back and went over the same ground. Most of the time 

crvtA f\ 

they were within 1-Cd,.. to 150 yards. We could see them very 
distinctly against the sky. 















Bubo virginianus. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. But the most interesting experience of the evening (we 

Sept.11. that is, Will and I had rowed over to the Outlet marshes and 
were sitting in the boat ) was with the Owls. They seemed to 
be unusually active and noisy. We heard at least three Great¬ 
horned, two hooting in responses near the entrance to Leo¬ 
nard's Pond, the third in the direction of Moose Point. A 
fourth (or perhaps it was one of the two at Leonard's Pond for 
it came from that quarter) passed us within 100 yds. flying 
low and steadily but very swiftly out over the Lake towards 
Pine Point. It flapped its wings most of the time but occa¬ 
sionally skimmed on set wings for a few yards at a time. It 
looked like a very large individual. Its flight was striking¬ 
ly unlike that of the Short-eared Owl being, as I have just 
said, very swift and steady and giving an impression of great 
momentum . The bird did not seem to be hunting, nor did the 
Black Ducks seem to be alarmed by its passage across the marsh 
although, as we learned a few minutes later, it must have 
flown nearly over the flock referred to above. 




f 












Lake Umbagog, Maine 


13S7. 
Sept.14. 
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Bubo virKinianus . 


At evening three of us went over to the flooded marshes 
again. A Great-horned Owl alighted on the top of a tall 

stub near Leonard's Pond sitting there for ten or fifteen 
minutes forming a distinct silhouette against the after-glow 
in the west. I could see him raise and depress the ear tufts 
and bob his head up and down. Either this or another bird had 
been hooting in the distance a short time before. 
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.j Lake Unbagog. v 

As we were paddling down the (Cambridge) river at about 
3 P*M. we saw a Great Horned Owl. It was quite as alert and 
sky as a Hawk, starting from an ash tree that overhung the 
water when we were fully eighty yards away and flying back 
into the woods where it alighted on a large branch and sat 
watching us while we looked at it through our field glasses. 
?/ill Sargent tells me that he often starts these Owls along 
the banks of the Cambridge. He thinks they are attracted by 
the Muskrats which they prey upon freely. 

Great Horned Owl hooting in bright sunlight. ^ 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Curtis Meadow. 

1900. As we (the Stones and I) were taking some photographs, 

Sept.14. two Great Horned Owls began hooting in the woods to the west¬ 
ward keeping it up for fifteen or twenty minutes, although it 
was early in the afternoon (about 3.30) and the sun shining 
bright and hot at the time. One bird's hoot was regularly 
the typical hoo, hoo-hoo , hoo , hoc :' the other with equal reg- 
ulanty hooted hoo . hoo-hoo-hoo . hoo-hoo-hoo , hoo . The hoot- 
of the second form regularly followed that of the first in 
quick succession; then there was a pause of several seconds 
before the first bird hooted again. I do not recall ever 
hearing these Owls hoot in broad daylight in the north before, 
but it has happened at least once in my experience in .the 
South - at Charleston years ago. 


1898. 

Sept.ll. 
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Bubo virginianus . 
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Fyctea nyctea. 









Myctea nvotea . 


Lake Umbagog, Mew England. At Richardson Lake in 1397. 

1898. will Sargent tells me that late last autumn Cin November 

Aug,29, he thinks) his brother human saw a Snowy Owl at the narrows of 

Richardson Lake. It was perched on an upturned root at the 
water's edge. Just as he was about to shoot it flew and ris¬ 
ing above the trees made off over a point of land. He after- 

I 

wards came on it again farther up the Lake and fired at it 
cutting out two wing feathers which he describes as pure white 
with black markings. 
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Nyctea nyctea. 
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Surhia ulula oaparoch. 











































Hawk Owls in New England.—Although the months of October and 
November, 1884, do not seem to have been characterized by any special 
meteorological phenomena, they will be long remembered by ornitholo¬ 
gists and collectors throughout Northern New England from the fact that 
they brought to this region a flight of Hawk Owls altogether unparalleled 
in any previous year of which we have definite records. This inroad 
seems to have begun late in October and to have lasted nearly through 
November. It apparently extended over most of Northern Maine and 
New Hampshire , but I have no evidence that it reached Massachusetts. 
Some idea of the abundance of the birds may be had from the fact (for 
which I am indebted to Mr. Manly Hardy) that a single taxidermist in 
Bangor, Maine (Mr, Bowler), received no less than twenty-eight freshly- 
killed specimens in the course of a few weeks. Most of our Boston taxi¬ 
dermists also had from three to six each (all from Northern Maine or 
New Hampshire ), and at Lake Utnbagog, Oxford County, Maine, I se¬ 
cured four, shot respectively Oct. 25, Oct. 31, Nov. 15, Nov. 16. 

These figures doubtless represent but a small proportion of the total 
number killecl, for in the region over which the birds spread few persons 
are aware that an Owl has any commercial value, although every one 
shoots the despised bird at sight. Thus for every one preserved a dozen 
were probably thrown away. As instancing this, I quote the following 
from a short note in ‘Forest and Stream’,* signed Ned Norton, and dated 
at Colebrooke, N. II ., Dec. 1: — “Hawk Owls came three weeks ago in 
greater numbers than ever seen before. Farmers’ sons have been killing 
them all over the country.” 

The account of this species in ‘New England Bird Life’ (Part II, p. 96) 
would lead one to infer that while “a rare and irregular winter visitor to 
Massachusetts ,” it is of regular and rather common occurrence through¬ 
out Northern New England . This is certainly a mistake, as every col¬ 
lector who has any practical knowledge of our fauna knows. Indeed the 
bird is ordinarily one of the very rarest of our Owls— so rare, in fact, that 
during an experience of some,twenty years previous to 1884 I had never 
seen either a living or freshly-killed specimen. 

In respect to the remarkable migration just described, it may be well to 
add that all the specimens which I have examined belong to the American 
form, Surnia funerea (L.) Rich. & Sw. — William Brewster, Cam- 
bridge. Mass. Auk, 2, Jan., 1885. p. 10 %- 10 *?' 


* Vol. XXIII, No. 19, Dec. 4, 1884, p. 368. 
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1889, 

October IS. 


Surnia ulula canaroo h. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Leonard's Pond . 


The sun had set but it was still daylight when, nearly 
half a mile away, crowning the slender tip of a dead ash on the 
shore of Leonard's Pond, I make out a Hawk Owl. Paddled to within 
20 feet of the foot of the stub and shot my choked barrel at him. 
Ho flew.and my right barrel missed. He went only about 100 yds. 
and alighted near the top of another dead tree. I landed again, 
got nearly under him and again shot the choked barrel. I handful 
of feathers floated down but the bird scaled off across the pond, 
my second barrel failing to stop him. I followed and started him 
again in dense second growth, getting a mere glimpse at him. Dis¬ 
gusted beyond measure I returned to canp in the twilight. 

October 24. Lake Umbagog. 

Moose Point . 

Started down the lake just before sunset. As we were 
passing Moose Point Jim discovered a Hawk Owl perched on the tip 
of a slender but not tall dead larch in the'flooded forest of 
larches. 7/e were about to land when it flew, coming directly to¬ 
wards us and alighting within 100 yds. I walked(t_oXnear!yj within 
shot having no cover and making a crashing as I broke through the 
ice among the grass. It flew again but only a few rods alighting 
on a rather tall stub. I walked up within 30 yds. and firing the 
choked barrel of the Pox gun had the satisfaction of seeing it 

fall dead. A fine specimen larger than my first. 

• • ^ •* • • 

























Coccyzus er ythrophthalmus. 


L. Tlmbagog, Maine. 


tv «£L^-, May 30-June 10, 1871. 
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Coccyrus arythr©pthalmus. 


Juno 


1074 , 
July 30, 


Maino (Lako drib agog). 


Only ono no or., an4 that .in too vor.> hoart of 
woods. 


Saw numb or s along tho road botvroon :?rown*s farm and 
the lower landing, ogalloway River. 

Abundant this ;-.-jason os pec loll. do out the share# of 
tho Lake. ■ ' 


Saw a gouag bird barely abler to fly, and still cov-t* 
od with wax to (i<>-„ , which utwrod tho charaetoris tic' coo- 
co p in exactly :,:-o tone of the adult. 








































/U3. 


fie 


Z>-^ c<3 €a^ 


J^\C^A/(^k (sis'\.'^&-6~ 




rr 


vJTXc^M, /^f X. *A l-zsS~ -O Ca^ aj^^ss^J^ss^s 


(M-s~ •- (/O- c ^7 


^ . C/sy^ 4 <y^ ljy\ 0y 

c57 f ■A V C>*J. Jts-AsO ^A^-ul (^*-Aslr^ L ^r\ Asls^s-'i} 




X^ ^U -'L- , ^ /3 - J^-lSO ' „ /€ ., 


M4. 


/? 04 , 

xj uax^ / J ^UXC-C, 


7 JL 










h°7. 

\J_u_A*j 


it 




ni 




4 !^. ,$, 3 o .*. ^ qm^cL l 








Cocoyzus erythronhthalmus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1388. In alders I saw two Black-billed Cuckoos one on the 


Sept.6. 


( 


\ 


White farm, the other on Upton hill. One was silent, the 
other attracted my attention by a low guttural wor- r-rPQ which 
he uttered many times in succession. 
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Ceryle alcyon . 
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Ceryje alcyon, 


Maine {Lake Umbagog 


Ifot nearly as abundant as in July, 


' f ; *i* young* app r mtly just from thar rest ‘ 

on Cambridge Kivor above tho dan. They .nro very noisy 

keeping up a con tinual rattling, noro subdued in tono"*^ ’ 
but oth '-rv/iso similar to that of the adult, 


M P^i 3 " at vork excavating a hole in a gro&vol bank 
oxposod by tho cut tiro-; of •. drain, 

1 ‘‘ ' 1 '"■ -■ o t r ■ r.y, i £ Y r 'bV al— 

though t. 3 hole was cor.iplstod.. .C ; -ent. i.: thro--/ '-“eat 
incl uutig slightly to the loft and ending in an oblong 
ciuM-iU ;r_about a foot long by too inches v/ido', 

- nas s iba sand bank near hr own * s '-'avorn. Grafton 
contained so von frosh ogga, Thu hole penetrated only ' 
about throe foot. 


U-''' 

Sot of so von oggs incubated' . few days. GXS^ c, H-f*' 

, » *ank about tw foot high by roadside; 

hoio mt-.'red about five foot; eggs laid on a heap of 
: x -Pones in a pocket at the oxtrunity. Panale 

Sitting; wo thumped on the ground' above and thru* fc In a 
- ° without starting hor, but shortly afterwards as'wo 

■••ere standing in frnot of of tho bank, she earn out with 
.a heavy flutter mu! hi uv off over the woods, Tor did " 
sue return although m hoard h >rr rattl.tr-' in the dintr.no 

f his hol ° • , ' as at loasl ' a:i eighth (h . . ilo from the T.ato: 

** L o A** c ■■ j. - > • > t>#d ci bo u t t hr r >q <\ yjg w 

h“ : >, Inoubatodsovon days—-bank of Cambridge V 

e’"h r ■ b IO ' ; . ?V>adow; tho ho3 -° ' tratod about five 

10 ;t .in sandy loam; eggs laid on res i of fine fish-so’- -s 

" 0;in,x0 £1 >w from the holonrhor. vo stamped on the bonk 
above, , 
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Ceryle alcyon 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


1880 . 
June %% 4 




'Sot D-o. Fresh. Hole in side of sandy wound in 
pas iuro, oar* otra ting horizontally about rive foot; o 
laid on a bod of Pino C sh bones; the male caught on 
tho nest; upon oxa: dninj ] : .Lro f round that ho was Lnou~ 
b iiig. Tlas nost was in Abbott*s pasture. Thora 
was no bade proper, tho birds having simply pierced a 
hole in the sice o ' a li tla nound where tho earth a d 
er\ blab . 6-i.vc, (^,,-tV^j) 

Corn-son during our stay but their re others diminished 
towards its close. 















Ceryle alcyon. 


Lake Umbagog, New England. 


Six eggs (3029), June 2, 1897, coll.Wm.Brewster. Bird 
started from nest. Eggs fresh. In low bank of pure, hard clay on 
Megalloway River at Parson's Landing (just below Bear Brook). 

Total length of tunnel 4 ft. (Cf.journal for full details). 

#•»••••** 

7-2 eggs, (2049), June 12, 1876, coll.H.R.Godwin. 

Eggs fresh. Hole in saad bank 3 ft.deep. Eggs laid on fishes' 
bones & scales. 2 eggs wefe broken by G. 







Ceryle aloyon, 


1889, 

September 12. 


Lake Umbagog, 


Three Kingfishers literally fighting with each other for 
possession of the old elm which I am sorry to see is dying (near 
the Lake House). 


v / 


1895, Lahe Umbagog. 

Pine Point . 

■ , TZWsU r Every evening a little after sunset two or three King¬ 

fishers come to Pine Point to spend the night. They fly directly 
into the forest and go to roost among the densest foliage, often 
in a spruce or arbor vitae, from four to ten rods bach from the 
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shore. 











1897. 

Lake Umbagog, 

^7 

ii', v^t^; . 

it 

ft- Aot . 

VlMtl. 

1-fiZrLr Z *J£ 

Jjj«*V A 

V\ju4X (# 

,■ A" 

c5a#v* iyvv. Ck/C~ ^ 

/?°3. 

\J CcAX>^ 

72.' /3 J /^' , 

l\ 

/ y *■ 




Cmo< 




^Wt. 


^x><»^. ^Wv. 1 ♦ y ■ * 











/m 


C ^ - C- r r'-A - ^y- A"* 1 

}yl. /?. - huf<UU~e-i 
- /?= 


SdzeZJL*. J~± ** T h ?- /o*//? /I? /3-/9 1 /&- /c>1 Zoi Z/2 21* 

ZS± 


/«*■ „ 

JaiST 


7> 7? 7T 


» T? **..* T? ?? 7 P 7?> 4'^. "? C, £ 7 —ty—, 

1 j£i j* V 6~i£'7*- gr‘^ f ' // * /y~ /^i TfilLo- JL/ttZ* 


C7?. 


Xj C L >« *• 

1 * 100 . 

S <^ 4 ~ x‘ a 1 4' a - "£"• s-* ^/o 4 /a 1 /y^ n' v /(,'m n®n l i** 

/9oX. 

/0 % f&tJUJ. 

/M 

&£GX U l‘l , -£&.. A/'*- A2.$?$y££ A?' /LiZX 


II o7. 
\J **X* | 


X "3 > &cl. uli. *W i 3 o , v ^-^ v ^ Wl Vu^ ^ 

7* ?* /jl^ /r v 

/o. £4 v9 "*«r»4 \^<xJJLL~L- j Ha^. J3. (fwT" 

^ ***•»»» Ur| *"* W-** £>v ^ 

frUuj\, t jl^ hjl/^ C| B!7 fc* ^v\-fC (y^i^uX 
L^Uilij ®| >Vft»«y v W6*»- t U±*aJ~ ^£»\/ 

M.M m L . o^i*— < **« .J r \? A*A, *->» CUjL4 ' 

(v>XU> • 

'Ju/^ ZZ, 3c. Ka^T* U^ CC< Q^-vi^A- b»*>M ^>j *U-vo l 'T~*aL<Uv«^ 

yt»A ^* >A ‘ ^ s ^ >< * o#»~A- i^m^- "v7 <V»va. 0*2ZCj 

Vv ®*U| . t*flKA4Mw k*-L<\ UTM ^ (p~ 

*G^ £-r-r^r ^ ^ 


V'*' 


J3*+.A■> 

6\>U». 




%X 
















&ake TTmbagog, 




/^Ay^lj^nA. OkA /^~v /frvw^ X*k*4 '*'~V-f ^ 

l'ff-«r#~-< t>V\ #w ~ZZZ ? ^ S^CZZ*. *~J 0j-b^r~4~i-~ 

g^ A^rS^. <*'->'- «5~*-<^»^-tA«-^_ >TA#s4vwv l4- -■ j^j-. f_ -L-l'- -f ♦v. ^ <»0^<*v-C, 

(/ G* VSa^y^ X-tt/v^~ *4%< 

/ ly»<sjtiM, /(v>I C^Hv ) <JN^ *^y^AWNM 

Vv+A 0^6v0-t^^ t, M <-O'-# °h^\. 

^VfiA (/ /mvv^. /w— -w. ^vvwv vv ^> 

4/v\ 6^4 a 

^ ^ u^ >Crvw ^TUJ^4_ 'IV* •**- 

■K>~vv^^a. J| ^wvy^vylfvvM #^V-w\, /^rv^ <vw 

£*Jl*K (X «y (X iVwk/i. _ X^JC~ XMZa^. O-A^V. Ojl^twvvX. 

yV^rVuj/. Arve'k- , ^^t'V'vA, C'fwii 

lJ-&syv*_ 4 aM *>. ftvv«w G\XaL» 1 AJ ~*J r 8 ^ VV>t ^* ^ 

^Vk-/ wv--^y /^/^ ^o w^J( ffvi„ c**rvtA_ 

V(V^* v - ^ -I ^vrA *^W tllvv4v*^« JiyXX^ry 

<)V^-- * Vv vM(^ v (MO<tr tNK^ ^C kAjLO^Y " ^ < V^' s <^vC^ 

^ Orv-#-V_ vw Owv C^VTN. ' r ' r /v~V. ^4**. <^WA^jp ^vv>* 

<Kv^ ^ vnC^VvA^, (vj tw. tA**r**A/Ly IM~- A h » ^ y\, *V ^ttkUt 
^Arvv. (w>r» /^~ v ^vw* VkOr^^ WAvwv^ /a. 

^V-k-v. ^4 vk 4>| . A'-r^ lijtyvVvv-yy ^ 

^hA/>£y ^ ^6»„—.— 

g <M . - Cm. * ~^d» ^ywk. M ^v4k» Ov^ t^re^t Aw««/ 

&M wy^ts. ^ e>yL^ £A-v^_ ^ <CiWv 

' - i * 

CthlXo^r^bs. Awv. j4>ArtvUv ^M^vv* ^ A*«L / ^ < ^ 

&~*~K- ^^ AavUM> / */4 n^ZT pAJu+A ^*>4a4Ma. vs», Urou<Aj> * 

^<->. (AryvA (Ar>r>ry SvvU • < r ^- 

A^vt %.(]«- 

^rv. < ^ IVJ ^v*L« »irr-y ~^vC ^vTw* ^ ^ /tvJr V- 

twv. CA*f-w "^*a. V &rA4*A *Vw*<vi, 

/^riU^M (Mv /rvA^y v wrv*vwVMv* oX-r*y <* O^bt^T 

'tlrv: 'A*vU~ ^»fw* ' 



<23 






















Lake rrmha^og. 

7 £. m-t-lsL /(,!-(T- /'IS 1 *9- h** UoM^j^ AV® Va®ly®2X® 3o* 


/7* ;v-/^- 2oi M'X.V- L¥ 1 -2(. 1 It 3 - 3o ~ 


t)HHrv\ 


l± V 3^ 

£tjJC~, f. pUjr^Oty o-^TSS. /u«*M ^vv* £^v>*y a..*JL «Hv*-C ^ w»* 

1* ^/ ^Owv^ (mua uvs. J(aa. iat*W> a. yi6»~y ^*4^. eo-%***- ^ ^ ^ ^ 

fl£v JouC A*Zwt-w*. Wy CamT <A^v6w V O^C/^CMJ. tru. ^ ^v<. 

J| »*>K\ t)vE*-£ wA/-a*. of ^3" ^>. *-WT" i> juvXfc. 

f A ■ .T cir C«JX Y «X" fU- ^vw.~tv^ ^uy^UMwjr V” 

/ jj» ftif?r^ (W. 'AA^U- ^VMtMAy a. <£A*vO ^ ^VmL OsAa^ 

1^ CJfSa ^ ff^v #v/t. . Aa#*- /^vwO- vv^ *<**-~JU 

/$«xA> Cr+ i-vy oJUa^C W»w vv T^Hn, Y ^Ifcvvv^ >w^y » 4> . 

UV, tw-wj r/j^K^JZ^s ^ ^ W?X/ , 

JV £2o«~s. //* A '* ri fA - /•** °-Vvv4«w^ f*r*JLL t Cc 

i/f/S* Y ^ Mi». *-A /• ^tuL Y" ^ii(/mA. a>» ^^4 j<a_ ■ ii; ^4vi. <NvvWHvi 

v • • 

ft.--*, <v Tfcw ^va^oa, 

% -1*^, "Oi-t lM<X- ^ CO Ij»i y M a ^Vy^ ^ 2 o/^t- tf-4 

© -to l^yjXQ. «Wo ^ fy«wv ^AJUA^y CCf it L l Ajyiy 

j; -^_ 'TJtti y*o it.-*-4- d <^mL vnM »*>■««. nrft K Cj , 

^ 4»«AU»*» tT i/uZUtk. C++" A.Y 4wvl V- tC* 

VM^O 4»*3T QT <5^ wST iLly tjf ^♦tL im. ^£* ^ °^L S’ 

Gr-r?r J CwAA. Aa <JL* Aii ^twtJvy* ^-*^ 4 jl fMxA- 2 « 

- t-h~ tfc ? /f *<<.. \f wiw~ t*^*i*A. zs3\.'2Cv*. «■ 

v ^ Ov-4 M-k 0\a^ y ia*. y^t Aaaaa* ^4«t , 

# <o » ««^« *w. & HkXA. A-4*. airtT / 4 y+SAm t m *i c . ^<*«« %, 
fitU. twAA. Wa/A*».'^v\ '>^♦4). 


f*4r/> lj (*rtA»yr ^c\ A». S*» •if* 4) l7 ^• ■‘VX A<« . #x 

j|-jUvAt IaTx/A (aa *^w O—- /^-AA^. 


(j~trvjA«S 


T!^y %4epy»7 ^4 X* a^*** 


< * * Att 4AZu» 











Cervle alovon . 
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Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1397. Watrous and Gilbert went up the Megalloway this morning 

June 1. finding a Kingfisher's nest (from which they started the bird) 
in the river bank near Horse Shoe Bend. 

June 2. We made the first stop (in a trip up the Megalloway this 

morning) at "Parson's landing" where Watrous found a King¬ 
fisher's nest yesterday. The hole was in a bank of pure, hard 
olay about five feet above the river. It ran in almost per¬ 
fectly straight but ascending slightly for a distance of ex¬ 
actly four feet from the face of the bank to the back of the 
nest chamber which was nearly circular in shape with smoothly 
finished walls and measured 3 inches in height by 12 inches 
in diameter, the bottom being slightly hollowed and just 20 
inches below the surface of the ground above. The exterior 
entrance to the tunnel measured 4 inches wide by 3 1/2, inches 
high. Six perfectly fresh eggs arranged in a circle lay on 
the bare damp clay in the middle of the chamber. There was 
absolutely no trace of a nest-indeed no extraneous material 
whatever save one small fish bone. 

One of the birds was perched on a root within twenty 
yards of the nest and flew off, rattling, as we approached. 

The other was in the nest. She made no sign when I thrust in 
a long, slender rod but when we dug down to the nest from a- 
bove through the roof of the chamber she emerged from the en- 
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Ceryle alcvon. 


Lake Urabagog, Maine. 

appl iecl 

1897. trance hole and flew off in silence. I have A the feminine 

June 2. pronoun to this bird but as a matter of fact I was unable to 

get a sufficiently good view of either of the pair to make 
out which was the male and which the female. 

Ceryle alcvon . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


[/ 


1895 


Kingfishers are unusually numerous about the Lake this 
Sept. 5. autumn. Every little nook or indentation of the shore has its 
bird and the larger coves have three or four who are continu¬ 
ally fighting and chasing one another about in' the attempt to 
maintain or secure the best fishing grounds. When the Lake 
is calm as it has been to-dav one cah hear the plunge of a 
Kingfisher half-a-mile or more away- a dull full thump, like 
that of a large stone thrown into the water. 




Lake Umbagog, Maine. Sweat Meadow. 

Kingfisher strikes a fish too large to capture. 


1900. 
Sept.14. 


Afterwards as were taking some photographs oi the 
pond (we were going down the Androscoggin River) a Kingfisher 
hovered near us and plunging into the water struck a fish so 
large that after a brief struggle he was obliged to let it go, 
being quite unable apparently to raise it above the surface. 

I canrjot recall ever seeing this happen before. 
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